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Maulden Netball Club
Safeguarding Policy - 2025/26
Safeguarding and Protecting Young People in Netball.
England Netball is required as part of its statutory responsibility to comply with relevant legislation for safeguarding and protecting young people in general. 

England Netball is committed to creating and maintaining a safe and positive environment for all young people to play netball. It accepts its responsibility to safeguard the welfare of all young people and protect them from poor practice, abuse and bullying. 

England Netball Safeguarding and Protecting Young People in Netball Policy and Procedures apply to all individuals involved, paid or in a voluntary capacity. Everyone has a responsibility. 

England Netball’s safeguarding good practice guide – Be Safe: A Good Practice Guide is available on the website and can be downloaded from www.englandnetball.co.uk/safeguarding 

Maulden Netball Club understands the importance of and the need for the safeguarding and protection of Young People in Netball and as an England Netball affiliated club must:

· Appoint a Club Safeguarding Officer in line with the England Netball Recruitment Guidelines and Volunteer Role Description (The Safeguarding Officers for Maulden Netball Club are Sarah DIckinson (Adult & Youth) and Gemma Ward (Junior).
· Adopt and implement the England Netball Safeguarding and Protecting Young People in Netball Policy and Procedures and Guidelines. 
· Ensure that all committee members and club members are aware of their responsibility in Safeguarding and Protecting Young People in Netball.
· Support their members through accessing education and training opportunities in relation to the Safeguarding and Protecting Young People in Netball Policy.
· Work in partnership with parents/carers and young people within the club.
· Implement a policy of Best Practice (see England Netball Be Safe Guidelines). 
· Ensure that all relevant members who have regular supervisory contact with young people or a management responsibility for those working with young people undertake an Enhanced DBS disclosure.

If there is a concern regarding the behaviour of an adult towards a young person or young person to young person, it is important that you share your concerns with the Club Safeguarding Officers. 

All information received and discussed will be treated in confidence and only shared with those individuals who will be able to manage and resolve the situation. 

All concerns will be taken seriously and managed accordingly within the Safeguarding and Protecting Young People in Netball Policy and Procedures. 


Be Safe - A young person’s guide to staying safe in Netball
Netball is a great game for young people; you get to keep fit, have fun and make new friends through teamwork. 

Your Netball should always be enjoyable. While you are playing Netball, whether during or after a match, in a tournament or at club training, no one should ever make you feel unhappy or uncomfortable. This includes your coaches, the umpires, other players or people watching. You can tell if something is wrong if someone:
· Constantly teases you, shouts at you or calls you names.
· Threatens, hits, kicks or punches you.
· Touches you or does anything in a way that makes you feel uncomfortable.
· Makes suggestive remarks or tries to pressure you into doing something you do not want to do. 
· Damages or steals your belongings.
· Does anything that makes you feel lonely, worried, unsafe, hurt, embarrassed or uncomfortable.

What to do if you feel worried, upset or uncomfortable about something.
If you play in a Netball club, there should be an adult who is a Club Safeguarding Officer. Their role is to make sure the club is safe for young people, and to help you if you have any worries. (The Safeguarding Officers for Maulden Netball Club are Sarah Dickinson (Adult & Youth) and Gemma Ward (Junior).

· If you feel unhappy or uncomfortable about something that is happening, you should tell your parents or carers, or you can tell the Club Safeguarding Officer who is there to help.
· If you are unable to speak to the Club Safeguarding Officer or your club doesn't have one, you should tell an adult you trust or, if this is difficult, you could ask one of your friends to speak to an adult for you.
· And remember - Netball should be fun, you should feel safe and enjoy your netball. If you are unhappy or uncomfortable about something, do not keep quiet about it, and always tell someone you trust. Do not give up until someone helps you, and you feel safe.

Things you can do to Be Safe in Netball:
· If something is worrying you, tell someone you trust, so they can help you.
· Trust your instincts about the people you meet.
· Avoid being alone or with just one other person.
· If your parents or carers cannot take you to a match or training, travel with a friend, and avoid traveling in someone else's car by yourself. Always make sure your parents or carers know what your travel arrangements are.
· Make your coach aware if your parent/carer are going to be/are late collecting you from training or a match.
· Avoid going into other people's homes by yourself.
· Carry a mobile phone with you, and make sure you have enough credit.
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